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Presenters:  Dana  Lowell  (not  pictured)  of  MJ  Bradley  and
Associates; (left to right) Emily Lewis, Policy Analyst for
Acadia  Center;  Mustafa  Salahuddin,  president  of  the
Amalgamated Transit Union Local 1336 in Bridgeport; and Kevin
Killer, Director of Public Policy for Chargepoint

A full house
A full meeting room of people assembled to hear a panel on EV
public policy, specifically the economic benefits of moving to
more extensive EV adoption. Along with the panelists noted
above,  the  crowd  also  heard  from  Representatives  Jonathan
Steinberg  (D-136,  Westport)  and  Roland  Lemar  (D-96,  East
Haven), who is co-chair of the Transportation Committee. The
panel was co-moderated by Claire Coleman, climate attorney for



the CT Fund for the Environment, and Bruce Becker, president
of the Electric Vehicle Club of CT.

The topic of the panel was how increased adoption of EVs will
confer significant economic benefits to the state of CT and
its residents.

Among the specific topics covered were continued funding of
CHEAPR, the state program of rebates for EV purchasers; time-
of-use utility rates; the impact of EV charging on utilities
and ratepayers; and the benefits of moving to electric buses
in our transit systems. For example, Mr. Lowell pointed out
that, by law, the additional net revenues that would flow to
utilities from EVs plugging in would have to be returned to
ratepayers,  lowering  bills  by  an  average  of  about  $150
annually. And, if the charging were to occur primarily during
off-peak hours, this would contribute to smoothing the power-
utilization curve throughout the day. A good summary of the
proceedings can be found in a write-up done by The Day of New
London.

The EV Club of CT showed up in force for the day’s events,
which  included  meetings  with  legislators  and  legislative
aides  in  addition  to  the  forum.  Aside  from  Becker,  club
members  Phil  Levieff,  Dawn  Henry,  R.  Murali,  Demetri
Spantidos, Analiese Paik, Virgil de la Cruz, and Barry Kresch
made the rounds.
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Barry Kresch, Analiese Paik, and R. Murali walked to the state
capitol on a balmy, 24-degree morning on January 30. (Photo:
Phil Levieff)


