
CHEAPR Does Double Duty

2 Rebates per Licensed Driver
That  is  the  double-duty  reference.  A  major,  and  welcome,
change is that drivers can get the rebate twice, as opposed to
the previous limit of once. There has to be a minimum of 24
months separation between the rebates. Also, June 7th starts
with a clean slate. For anyone who has previously gotten a
CHEAPR rebate, the count resets and you can get 2 more.

Data Appear to be in a Transitional
Phase
As  CHEAPR  transitions  to  the  new  program  (all  that  has
preceded until now has been the “pilot) with new incentives
and new rules, effective June 7th, the monthly publication of
the data set looks a little stunted. We are assuming this is
due to reporting changes that will need to be implemented to
accurately track the new program.

For June, there were only 31 reported rebates and none after
June 15th. Also, the rebates occurring after June 7th were not
at the new rebate levels. We do not know if that is an
artifact of moving away from the old system. I have a feeling
there will be numerous corrections next month. May numbers
were restated to 131 rebates.

17 of the 31 rebates were for the Tesla Model 3. The next
highest model was the Toyota Prius Prime with 4.

Rebate+
There were no Rebate+ incentives awarded. This could be due to
the aforementioned questions about the data or it (likely) is
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that the program is still working out the kinks and just
beginning outreach.

I have seen some chatter on social media questioning why the
incentive for a used EV is higher than for a new car. The
answer lies in the population that is being targeted. Lower-
income folks need more help and this was the recommendation of
the consultant. CHEAPR itself does not get into the income
verification business. That is something that is invasive and
the program seeks to avoid that. So a proxy is used, which is
receiving  benefits  from  one  of  the  designated  public
assistance programs. It remains to be seen whether this sets
the bar in the right place. For very low-income people, buying
even a used EV may still be a stretch. And due to the process
of  the  buyer  submitting  the  information  and  waiting  for
approval,  they  have  to  float  the  cash  until  they  get
reimbursed.

 


