
Rivian Makes Appearance in CT
to Support SB 127

Rivian  Brings  New  R1T  to  CT  in
Support of Direct Sales
With the fate of SB 127 hanging in the balance in the waning
days of the 2021 legislative session, a pre-production version
of the Rivian R1T all-electric pickup truck made an appearance
in  CT.  It  could  be  found  Thursday  in  Hartford,  where
legislators and the governor were given the opportunity to go
for a drive and see the future of electro-mobility. The fate
of the bill in the Senate is expected to be determined over
the next few days. It would then still have to go before the
House.

On Friday, a last-minute gathering came together, where some
members of the EV Club CT, were also able to get a look. We
hope  to  bring  them  back  to  CT  once  they  have  started
production  later  this  year.
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Rivian  Alerts  Reservation
Holders in CT, Urges Support
of SB 127

Rivian  mobilizes  reservation
holders for support
For those holding reservations for an electric pickup truck or
SUV from new EV-exclusive manufacturer Rivian, where and how
they will get possession of their vehicle when deliveries
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begin later this year remains unknown. Like Tesla, they are
going the direct sales route. Unlike Tesla, they are just
getting started and running the direct sales gauntlet in many
states across the country. The issue is once again before the
legislature in CT. This club supports it (SB 127). Below is
the text of the letter sent by Rivian:

Dear Rivian Community Member,

Help us ensure your right to buy and take delivery of electric
vehicles in Connecticut!

EV enthusiasts in Connecticut are rallying around SB 127, a
bill that would enable Rivian to make vehicle sales directly
to customers.

This bill’s passage means that electric vehicle companies like
Rivian will be able to obtain a state dealer license directly.
Without this legislation, Rivian and other EV manufacturers
won’t be able to open retail sites, offer test drives, or sell
directly  to  consumers.  Don’t  worry  –  whether  or  not  this
legislation passes, you’ll be able to buy and take delivery of
your Rivian! The success of SB 127 simply protects your rights
to learn about and purchase EVs in your home state.

Connecticut’s  dealer  associations  oppose  this  bill.  We’re
asking that you and the broader EV community make your support
for SB 127 known.

Here’s how you can help:

Earlier today, there was a hearing on SB 127. Rivian, other
industry members, and interest groups all testified in favor.
Please  lend  your  voice  by  urging  your  representatives  to
advance this legislation. The easiest and most effective way
to  have  your  voice  heard  is  to  email  your  representative
telling them you support this bill. 

Click  here  to  find  your  representative  and  email  or  call

https://click.e.rivian.com/?qs=90c7e0a86d5b3135cd0f9ab83778958df1c8bcd38a5a8c90fcd34d003c523e740bf8e4981486b9639ea2f6e786717d31daca431d95388434621ed2e81cf8b957


saying that you support holding a vote and passing SB 127. If
you’re sending an email, please also include Roland Lemar, the
Chair  of  the  Transportation  Committee,  as  a
recipient.  Email:  roland.lemar@cga.ct.gov.

To learn more about the benefits of direct sales, please read
this blog post by the EV Club of Connecticut.

Thank you for helping us keep the world adventurous forever.

Team Rivian

 

SB  127  Direct  Sales  Bill
Public Hearings Held on 2/19

SB  127  –  Permit  EV  Exclusive
Manufacturers to Sell Direct in CT
A virtual public hearing was held yesterday by the legislature
for this bill. Both written and oral comments were solicited.

Of the 76 written comments and a full day of Zoom testimony,
every consumer that testified was in favor of passing this
bill. Not really a surprise that consumers support a consumer-
friendly bill. It is still opposed by dealerships and the
OEMs. Nothing has changed.

It is difficult to read the tea leaves regarding the impact of
testimony, pro or con. The bill has to pass a committee vote
and  then  be  called  for  a  vote  in  both  chambers.  We  are
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encouraged by the large number of comments submitted and the
support we are receiving.

Judging by the response in the testimony, constituents are
sending a message: protecting the environment is important and
consumer choice is important, more important than protecting
outdated laws.

Special thanks to Senator Haskell and Representative Steinberg
who submitted the bill, as well as Representatives Wood and
Michel who came on board as co-sponsors.

This is a link to the full (7.5 hours) video which is posted
to the Transportation Committee’s YouTube Channel.

Some relevant time-stamps:

Tesla – 1:29:58

Lucid – 5:13:56

Rivian – 6:39:27

Senator Will Haskell (bill sponsor) – 2:30:19

Mike Liebow (Tesla Owners Club) – 5:30:46 – And check out his
pointed comments here

Leadership of EV Club CT:

Analiese Paik – 5:35:42

Paul Braren – 6:52:13

Barry Kresch – 7:10:40

Beats Netflix!

Thanks to all who were involved in this effort. And let’s keep
at it.

Paul Braren also wrote a detailed and thoughtful piece on his

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SbSbZGe5Y88
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blog.
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