
Electric  Vehicles  Parade
Through  Westport  and
Fairfield

Numerous EV Models Appear in Parade
30 EVs participated in this parade, a joint effort between the
EV Club of CT and the Sustainable Fairfield Task Force. Parade
participation was capped at this number to avoid being overly
disruptive to local traffic

 

There was one novelty vehicle, a 1903 Baker replica. In its
day, the Baker was quite the speedster, topping at about 48
MPH. It is a reminder that electricity was the dominant mode
of energizing cars around the turn of the previous century.

The parade followed a roughly 25-mile route, beginning at the
Westport Metro-North Depot, where the proceedings were kicked
off by Westport First Selectman Jim Marpe. The route headed
north up Imperial Avenue, jagged over Jesup to then proceed up
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Main Street, looping around Avery and Myrtle, and taking a
left onto the Post Rd. heading East. There it stayed until
hitting downtown Fairfield, where it veered off to Old Town
Hall  and  concluded  with   a  second  brief  ceremony  with
Fairfield  officials.

Throughout  the  event,  masking  was  required  and  social
distancing  was  observed.

Escorting the parade was the Westport Police Tesla Model 3
that has been fully outfitted as a police cruiser.







Westport Police Tesla Leading Parade

Deliveries  of  the  newest  Tesla  Model,  the  “Y”,  have  been
coming into CT, and this was one of 4 appearing in the parade.



Tesla Model Y



Kia Soul EV



Chevy Bolt



Porsche Taycan



Plug-in Prius Prime Westport Parking Enforcement Vehicle

This Toyota Prius Prime, a plug-in hybrid, is one of four
plug-in vehicles currently in use by the Westport Police and



it was the rear bookend of the parade.

 

 

Green Wheels Expo Draws Big
Crowd

The Green Wheels Expo, one of
many  Drive  Electric  Week
events being held around the
country,  had  its  strongest
showing ever.
Over  70  EV  owners  exhibited  their  vehicles,  along  with  7
dealers and Tesla who held offered test drives. According to
Scott Thompson, one of the Sustainable Fairfield leaders who
organized  the  event  said  that  attendance  was  higher  in
Fairfield than in similar events in San Francisco and Boston.

Along with many of the increasing numbers of EVs currently
available, the event included an electric schoolbus.
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This bus, from National Express Transit, currently in use in
White Plains, NY, is a battery only zero emission bus. It has
a range of 62 miles, more than enough for its daily run. One
of the more unique things about it is that the purchase of the
bus was subsidized by Con Edison with the proviso that it can
be used as a 2-way battery when not in use ferrying students.
In other words, it serves as stationary storage, which can
then can be tapped in periods of very high demand. This is a
potentially tranformative application and it is something that
has been discussed in the EV world for some time. It will also
get your warranty voided, as manufacturers err on the side of
caution with respect to its impact on battery longevity.

There is always room for a few novelties that, you never know,
may  be  the  wave  of  the  future.  This  is  a  Honda  Insight
conventional  hybrid  with  solar  panels,  which  extend  its
electric range of operation, courtesy of Eugene’s Green Garage



in Bridgeport.



There were several public officials on hand. In the photo
below are Rep. Jonathan Steinberg and Sen. Tony Hwang.

National Drive Electric Week runs through September 22 with
many events scheduled in the coming days. Find one near you
with with this link.

https://driveelectricweek.org/events-list.php

